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Introduction 
This guide is meant to provide a very abbreviated Quick Start Guide for packet in Connecticut.  More information is available in the full Connecticut Packet User’s Guide.  
Getting Connected to a Packet Bulletin Board

You must connect to a bulletin board to send or receive messages.  To connect to a bulletin board you will usually connect first to a Node (also known as a “digi”).  Below is a list of the nodes in Connecticut, along with the bulletin boards that can be accessed from that node.  Efforts are underway to fill-in the gaps in packet system coverage.
	Node Location
	Node Call Sign
	Node Frequency
	Bulletin Board    Call Sign

	Glastonbury
	W1EDH
	145.090
	KD1JG-4

	Burlington
	N1URO-7
	145.070
	N1URO-4

	Bolton
	AB1CR-2
	145.030 
	AB1CR-4

	Shelton
	W1HAD
	145.050
	W1HAD-4

	North Haven
	W1WCG-2
	145.010
	W1WCG-4

	Norwalk
	WX1CT
	441.050
	WX1CT-4

	Bridgeport
	WX1CT-7
	145.090 or 441.050
	WX1CT-4

	Rocky Hill
	W1EDH
	145.090
	W1FYM-4

	West Haven
	N4GAA-2
	145.090
	N4GAA-4

	Newtown
	W1QI-0
	145.030
	Under construction


(I have only listed 1200 baud nodes.  There are a few 9600 baud nodes but these require very specialized equipment and setup.  Contact ab1cr@arrl.net if you want to pursue 9600 baud user connections.)
Example:

· KEY IN:  C N1URO-7 <ENTER>

You will receive a reply that contains a prompt

· KEY IN: M <ENTER> and the node will automatically connect you to a BBS

The M command connects you to the node’s programmed local BBS or you can
· KEY IN:  C N1URO-4 <ENTER> if you want to specify the N1URO-4 BBS.

At this point you should get a welcome message from the bulletin board.  If this is your first time on the BBS, you will be asked to register.  You should supply the following when prompted:

· Your name

· Your QTH

· Your zip code

· Your home BBS, the BBS at which you plan to receive your packet mail.

Not to worry, you can always change things around:  

· N <space> your name

· Nq <space> QTH

· Nz <space> zip code

· Nh <space home BBS.

Now follow the steps below to send, receive, or kill (delete) messages.

Sending and Receiving Messages
Messages can be sent as either informal Personal or formal NTS formatted traffic at the above listed BBSs.  Use the appropriate instructions below to send the type of message you desire.  (Remember that if you pre-compose a text file you must do an <ENTER> at the end of each line.  Packet does not perform word wrapping.)
Send Personal messages that the user must retrieve 

· KEY IN: SP (send personal) W1HSR@N1URO (Although you can just enter the call-sign of the recipient, it is best to address the message to the person where they receive their messages).  <ENTER>.

· KEY IN: the Subject line.  <ENTER>. 

· KEY IN: your text message.  This could be pasted from a text file or just keyed in.  At the end each line of the message hit <ENTER> if you are typing the message in manually.  

· KEY IN: /EX on a blank line then press <ENTER> to conclude this part of the process.

Send Formal NTS traffic that the National Traffic System will deliver
· Properly addressed NTS traffic:  KEY IN: ST (send traffic) <postal zip code> @NTS<two letter state abbreviation>.  Example:  st 06705 @ntsct.

· At the next line you enter the message title QTC City <space> two character state abbreviation <space> Area Code and Exchange.

Examples:  KEY IN QTC Bloomfield NJ (832)225 <ENTER>.  Note that if this were a priority message, then KEY IN: QTC priority Bloomfield NJ (832)225<ENTER>.
· On the next line you enter the ARRL NTS message in the same format as the ARRL’s message form.  You start with the message number in the preamble.  At the end of the preamble you type <ENTER>.  Then on the next line type the addressee name <ENTER>, the street address <ENTER>, the town state and zip code <ENTER> just as it would be put on an envelope for US mail.  Then enter the addressee’s 10 digit phone number and <ENTER>.  Now KEY IN the letters BT <ENTER> and the message text should be KEYED IN in formal NTS format (5 words/line, keep to under 25 words) for routine traffic.  In an emergency, longer messages may be needed, but for routine work the 25 word limit is sufficient.  Always keep messages as short as possible to minimize transmission errors.  It is best to write out the message on a Radiogram form first, if you are not used to sending formal message traffic.
· NTS References:

· ARRL Handbook, Section 30

http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/forms/
· FSD-3 ARL Number Coded Phrases

http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/forms/fsd3.html 

· FSD-218 Amateur Message Form (Pink Card)

http://www.qsl.net/jcarc/Library/ntspacket.htm
· ARRL Net Directory 

http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/nets/ 
· http://qsl.net/jcarc/Library/ntspacket.htm

· Larry Buck, K1HEJ CT STM, k1hej@arrl.net 
Typical NTS message format and entry:

Items in parenthesis are notes of explanation for this guide and would not be entered.

· ST 07003 @NTSNJ (you will then get a prompt for message the message title)
· At the next line you enter the message title QTC City <space> two character state abbreviation <space> Area Code and Exchange Example:  QTC Bloomfield NJ (832)225 <ENTER>
· NR 945 R WB2FTX 5 BUTLER NJ OCT 22 (message preamble as described above)
· BEN JONES (message address begins on this line)
· 110 MAIN STREET

· BLOOMFIELD NJ 07003

· 832 225 5555 (phone number must be provided!)
· BT (Indicator that address and phone number are done and message text follows)
· THIS IS A TEST MESSAGE (The message text)
· BT (Indicator that message text is done and signature follows)
· DAVE WB2FTX (The message signature)
· AR (Indicator of end of message)
· /ex (to indicate that the entire message is complete)

Receiving Your Personal Messages  

· To list your messages KEY IN: LM (list mine)<ENTER>.  This will provide al list of all messages for you, as well as giving you the message number of each message
· To list messages from you, type in L< <SPACE> call sign

· To list messages to you or to a zip code type , type L> <space> call sign or zip code.

· Example:  L> 06* will show all NTS messages to zip codes beginning with 06.

· LL followed by a space followed by a number lists the last n messages legible for you to read.

· LS followed by a space followed by the subject lists messages with that string in its subject title

· To read your message KEY IN:  RM (read mine)<ENTER>.
· To read a specific message, KEY IN: R followed by a space, followed by the message number.  You can put several message numbers on a single line, separated by spaces.
· To remove your messages from the bulletin board KEY IN:  KM (kill mine)<ENTER>.  This is always good to do when you are done with the message on the Bulletin Board.
· To kill a specific message, KEY IN: K followed by a space, followed by the message number.  You can put several message numbers on a single line, separated by spaces.
Replying to a Message
SR (Send Reply) is the command you use.

· Reply to a message you have just read and for which you have issued no additional commands since having read that message:  key in SR followed by <enter>.  

· Reply to a specific message:  key in SR followed by a space followed by message number <enter>.

In either case, simply type the text of your reply and end with /EX on a separate line.

Sending and Receiving Bulletins

Sending Bulletins
A bulletin is a message which can be read by everyone on the board.  Most of the messages on packet today are bulletins.  Send bulletins to some general top at a distribution list.  Typical distribution lists are as follows:

· TRIBBS – BBS’s in the tri-state area of CT, NY and NJ

· CTBBS – BBS’s in CT

· NEBBS – New England BBS’s

· USBBS – all BBS’s in this country

· WW – BBS’s worldwide

Use the SB command like this:

· SB ARES @CTBBS  <ENTER>  -- key in subject

· SB ALL @NEBBS <ENTER> -- type subject

Type text and end with /EX. 
Receiving Bulletins

· To list Bulletins you use the same list commands as you do for listing messages.

· To list Bulletins from you, type in L< <SPACE> call sign

· L> ARES <ENTER> will list all bulletins sent to ARES.

· LL followed by a space followed by a number lists the last n messages legible for you to read.

· LS followed by a space followed by the subject lists messages with that string in its subject title

· To read a bulletin, KEY IN: R followed by a space, followed by the bulletin number.  You can put several bulletin numbers on a single line, separated by spaces.
· To kill a specific bulletin, that you created, KEY IN: K followed by a space, followed by the message number.  You can put several message numbers on a single line, separated by spaces.
Logging out

· When you are done KEY IN: B (bye) <ENTER>.  The PBBS will return you to the node you first connected to.

· KEY IN: Q (quit) <ENTER>.  The node will disconnect from you and your TNC should return to Command mode.
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